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Neverone tomince his
words, former MG boss
John Thornley gives T&CC
an exclusive interview

T&CC Your upbringing might be de-
scribed as unconventional, yes?

THORNLEY My parents were involved
in an explosive and newsworthy divorce
when I was two. My father, a master tailor,
was awaded custody of the child and sub-
stantial  damages against the co-
respondent. 1 was brought up by three
maiden aunts in my grandparents’ house,
and my father visited me every evening.
At Ardingly, 1 was thought to have a
future as a mathematician, so remained
there following a special syllabus for
Cambridge until I was 19. Then my father
started me with Peat, Marwick, Mitchell to
become an incorporated accountant, and
in the evenings [ studied at the LSE for a
B.Comm. degree. [ fear I didn’t take either
very seriously, because I'd been riding
ever more lethal motorbikes until my 215t
birthday came along, and I chopped the
last one in against an M-type Midget. The
rest is history! But it did mean that when
the MG chief accountant brought me
some figures to approve, as general mana-
ger, I could unfailingly put my finger on
the one he didn’t want me to notice . , .

T&CC How did you get involved with the
MG Car Company, exactly?

THORNLEY Five of us founded the MG
Car Club in 1930, and as General Secretary
I was charged with seeking the approval
— the co-operation, if possible — of the
MG Car Company. There was a subse-
quent meeting at the King's Arms in Berk-
hamsted, attended by Kimber and several
other MG people, Then began my attempt
to blackmail Kimber into giving me a job
— it took me nearly a year to do it, but on
November 3, 1931, I started at Abingdon
as a service department interviewer. Kim-
ber said: “Your job is to run the MG Car
Club and help in the service department in
vour spare time.” The General Manager,
George Propert, said: “Your job is to work
in the service department and run the MG
Car Club in your spare time,” What actual-
ly happened was that the service manager
was made competitions manager a few
weeks after | went there, both his succes-
sors were duds, and | had so much to do
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OHN William Yates Thornley, OBE, was born in London onJune 11, 1909, trained

in accountancy, and was the founding General Secretary of the MG Car Club in

1930, The following year he joined the service department of the MG Car

Company, becoming Service Manager in 1933, He also managed the Cream
Cracker and Three Musketeer teams of MG trials cars.

After wartime service with the RAOC, reaching the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, he
returned to MG and became Assistant General Manager of both the MG and Riley
companies in 1949, His pioneer work on MG racing history, Maintaining the Breed, was
published in 1950, and he managed the successful Goldie Gardner record attempts of
1950/51/52, followed by the 150mph Eyvston/Miles long-distance run at Utah in 1954, He
then established the BMC competitions department at Abingdon in 1955 and inspired
the racing debut of the prototype MGAs at Le Mans and Dundrod,

In 1952 he had been appointed General Manager, and the [irst seven years of his
administration saw a live-fold increase in production at Abingdon. But the OBE
awarded to him in the New Year Honours List of 1964 was not for services to industry, as
it might well have been — it was for his youth training work with schools, boys' clubs

and especially the Air Training Corps.

Late in 1966 an operation was followed by near-fatal complications and a lengthy
convalescence. InJune 1969 he retired at the age of 60, Following the sudden death of
his first wife in 1976 he married again, and now, except for his work as President of the
MG Car Club, he prefers not to be deeply involved in the motoring world. His daughter

lives in Canada, his son inthe USA.

that T had to drop MG Car Club work
altogether.

I left my digs in Abingdon early every
morning, and drove my 18/80 to pick up
Joanne [his future wife, who worked in
the MG drawing office] in time for us both
to be at the factory by 8.30am. At 5.30pm
we'd finish work and go out on the town.
At 10pm [ dropped Joanne at her digs near
Oxford, drove back to the factory and
worked in the service department office
until 3am. I pinned longhand notes to each
customer's inquiry — “Give him a new
cylinder head” or “Tell him to get stuffed”
— and my secretary, Gracie Lewis, turned
them into letters. She was a marvel.

Mt SUPPLEMENT

T&CC What was it like, dealing with MG
customers in the Thirties?

THORNLEY First and foremost, [ be-
came a complete fatalist, having to sit be-
side 'em while they demonstrated a possi-
ble front-wheel wobble at 68mph on a fog-
gy November morning! Can't do that any
more, but [ can still tell whether a chap is a
driver or not, almost before his car's
turned a wheel. | was the MG Car Com-
pany's front line from the moment [ got to
Abingdon. From my first day there until
the outbreak of World War Two, warranty
expenditure was entirely under my con-
trol. I used my own judgement, and my
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interpretation was always very generous,
but I was never once pulled up about it. [
didn't have any contact with the racing
crowd: they generally dealt with Kimber.

T&CC Kimber has been described as a
very complex personality. What was he
really like as a boss? Or as a designer or
administrator? Did Miles Thomas do
wrong when he fired him in 19417

THORNLEY Make no mistake, I admired
Kimber for what he did. He had the im-
agination and drive to start it all. He was a
visionary, and he had the ability to install
his enthusiasm into others — take those
two things together and that's enough,
really, What Thomas did to him was
shameful, the toffee-nosed bastard: 1 sup-
pose he saw Kim as a chap who'd once
had Nuffield's ear to a dangerous extent,
so he couldn’t go wrong by wiping him
out. But it stank.

As a boss, Kim was demanding, but if
you were straight with him, he was
straight with you. 1 don’t think he even
began to be an engineer — he leaned on
H.N, Charles for that. But he ... Well, ev-
ery morning all the heads of department
assembled in his office at 845 and we
went through the incoming mail. So if
there was a hot, stinking complaint about
a car, Charles was involved, [ was in-
volved, immediately. | had designed a spe-
cial switch-panel for my Midget — three
rows of three, so that you could use it
without looking at it, like the keys ol a
piano — and I was showing it to some-
body at one of these meetings. And Kim
said: “Let me see that!” His enthusiasm
bubbled over — he saw the point at once.

The fact that the MG design centre was
shifted from Abingdon to Cowley in 1935,
| think that upset him a lot, That was his
main interest: overseeing the design,
what's the next car going to look like,
how's it going to behave? That was his life,
It's very difficult to see where he could
have gone, the R-Type design being cut off
as it was. That was 20 years ahead of its
time, in some ways, and ['m sure he saw it
as the forerunner of a road car. I'm afraid
it was an inevitable part ol Kimber's
approach that he kept on running out of
money,

T&CC But you yourself believed in com-
petitions?

THORNLEY Yes, certainly, but I had bet-
ter control over it — though [ suppose it
was imposed on us from above. We
couldn't go wild as he did, do things re-
gardless of cost, Latterly I did have a great
deal of latitude to lay on trips to the Utah
Salt Flats, ete, and tell the hierarchy after-
wards.

T&CC Wasn't that dangerous, with BMC?

THORNLEY Dangerous? [f you knew the
background! [ lived very dangerously

V)

sometimes, trying to ensure that MG
stayed on the map!

T&CC And you feel that Kimber's enthu-
siasm sometimes ran away with him?

THORNLEY | think so, yes. During 1936
we wanted a competitor specifically for
the SS Jaguar 1%-litre saloon, and in pro-
totype form the car that was produced —
mostly from Nuffield parts — was very
competitive, pricewise. This was the MG
VA. Then Kimber hung forty-seven octa-
gons on it — special door-handles, special
bonnet handles, octagonal horn-push,
octagonal instruments, monograms on
this, that and the other. And octagons cost
money. So we ended up as no competitor
for the Jag, pricewise.

“I'm probably the only senior

executive in BMC that never had
a thick ear from Leonard Lord.”

Oh yes, he was an odd bird, Kimber . ..
But let me tell you something else as an
insight into his character. When WW2
came in September 1939 and car manufac-
ture ceased at Abingdon — when the war
was about six weeks old, before he got the
ill-fated aireraft contract that caused Tho-
mas to fire him — Kimber had all of us into
his office, one at a time, He said: “We don't
know where we're going, we can't keep
you all on indefinitely, so some can stay
but some will have to go." When he saw
me, he said he'd decided to keep me on,
and [ said: “Thanks very much.” The fol-
lowing morning's post brought my calling-
up papers — Army Officers’ Emergency
Reserve. So [ went up to Kim and he said:
“Get out — 1 don’t want to see you!”

I thought: “What the hell's the matter
with the old boy this morning?" Went
back to Service Department, very bewil-
dered. About an hour later, a special mes-
senger brought a memo from him: “Furth-
er to our conversation of yesterday after-
noon, I am very much afraid we shall have
to dispense with your services. Herewith
is a cheque representing one month's sal-
ary for each year of service.” The Nuffield
Group's policy was that if you were called
up, you were going from one job to
another, so there was no financial adjust-
ment — but if they fired you, you got a
handout. Kimber had worked things so
that I got the money: it enabled me to pray
off all my debts before I left Abingdon, go
off to war without a stain on my character.
This was Kim's essential kindness.

T&CL Presumably, MG pay was never
exactly impressive?

THORNLEY Oh, it was ludicrous! At that
time, as Service Manager, I had a salary of
5500 a year. After the war, as Service Man-
ager and Sales Manager, [ got £700 a year.

T&CC You had a good war?

THORNLEY 1 had a very hard-working
war but I wasn't exposed to danger, much
— bombing, of course, but we all had that.
And it taught me to think big. As a
Lieutenant-Colonel, General Staff Officer
Grade 1 at the War Office, I had the buying
of all Signals equipment for the British
Army — a bill of about $200 million. And
although we worked to various rules, of
course, it was entirely within my purview
whether the final bill was $175 million or
§225 million. For that, a grateful Govern-
ment paid me $918 a year.

T&CC Your appointment as General
Manager of MG in 1952 coincided with the
formation of the British Motor Corpora-
tion under Leonard Lord. You must have
really walked a tightrope to keep him
satisfied — even to sell him the idea of a
competitions department?

THORNLEY 1 think I'm probably the
only senior executive in BMC that never
had a thick ear from Lord. [ never had any
difficulty with Longbridge, never had any
difficulty with Lord. It was a sad day for
me when he went, because George Harri-
man was nothing of aman by comparison.
A terrible dead loss. But Len Lord... |
think it was like dealing with a dog, in a
way — [ wasn't afraid of him, so he wag-
ged his tail. If I'd got myself on the wrong
side of him, I reckon Abingdon would
have been snuffed out very soon,

Nothing succeeds like success, of
course — we were doing so well, and the
big upturn in production coincided with
my period of office. That was me life’s
work, mate!

Lord and Harriman both had the same
delusion, that they were chief engineer as
well as chairman of BMC. But Lord’s phi-
losophy was that if he was right 51% of the
time he was scoring above the line. Harri-
man tried to do the same but he didn't get
it right, ever, and BMC went steadily down
the hill. So by the time of the negotiations
with Tony Benn, BMC was virtually bust.
Harriman was a menace: I blame him en-
tirely for the whole debacle of BMC,

T&CC By that time, of course, your ill-
ness had put you on the sidelines?

THORNLEY That was strange, in a way.
When I was 14 [ very nearly died of perito-
nitis: six weeks in hospital, two bloody
great drain-tubes coming out of me — in
that period 1 consumed half-a-bottle of
champagne by mouth, and was kept alive
by saline solution squirted up my funda-
ment. Weighed less than six stone,

In the Fifties, shortly after achieving the
hot seat at MG, my guts started playing up
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Above, two of the ‘Cream Cracker’
supercharged PB Midgets. Maurice
Toulmin, on the left, is passengered by
John Thornley, then service manager

Left, ;’I-!(;ﬁmmff'r Cecil Kimber (left) with
WR Morris

Below, John Thornley accompanies his
son Peterin a TD Midget at an MG Car
Clubgymkhana at Beaulieu

I have conducted works confer-

again:
ences, with the unions, lying flat on my
back on my office floor because it was the
only way to relieve the pain. Eventually |
asked the guts man to sort it out. He found
[ had, in effect, grown another appendix,
s0 he tied it off. Two days later | coughed
and blew it open, got peritonitis again,
Then things got really complicated and
they had to open me from top to bottom,
The whole thing lasted about eighteen
months and I don’t know that, with MG, |
never really worked again,

T&CC It might be considered a tragedy
that your ill-health coincided with the
period leading up to the Leyland takeover
— when MG sorely needed a champion to
counter Donald Stokes's bias towards
Triumph ...

THORNLEY 1...
vou're absolutely

Well, yes.
elit .. [

.1 think

Wis S0
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numbed, really, so bemused, out of touch
— I doubt that I realised the seriousness
of the situation .

But I couldn’t have done anything. The
chips were down. [ think [ knew Abing-
don's days were numbered from the time
when Thad the MGB body tooling bill from
Pressed Steel. [ knew then that BMC
would never tool us another metal sports
car. 5o [ started looking into plastics, as
you know, but my illness put a stop to that,

And really, the product became appall-
ing when the full effect of the US regula-
tions took hold: the things that went
wrong — the auto choke pouring neat fuel
onto the exhaust — I got all this feedback
from Peter [Thornley's son, then working
for a leading MG distributor in the USA]
who was still trying to service the bloody
things. They were hideous-looking by that
time, anyway.

T&CC Are you saving it was an inevitable
decision, to shut down Abingdon?
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THORNLEY As seen from the middle, it
was absolutely the right thing. There was
no room for little offshoots like that, and
we happened to come in the first batch,
Really, Lord made a cock-up of it in the
first place. Wolseley and Riley ought to
have gone straight out the window, he
should never have had any truck with
Healey — he should have rationalised to a
degree, immediately, Austin, Morris and
MG would have been quite enough to keep
BMC going.

T&CC The retail dealers would have
gone mad if that had been done,

THORNLEY So you present them with a
fait accompli, that's all. They'll do what
you tell 'em. Look at the way they messed
us up with the Midget. The Frogeye Sprite
— the Buzzbox, as we called it at Abing-
don — was the ultimate minimum sports
ar. Then when we put everything on it to
make the MG version and get a substantial
price differential, the idiot Austin distribu-
tors moaned that they couldn't sell their
version. So we had to tart up the Sprite as
well, and the bottom very nearly fell out of
the market.

T&CC You accept the post-Abingdon MG
maodels of today, do you?

THORNLEY Yes, surely — this is where
MG came in, in 1923/4, isn't it? And it's
carly days yet. The EX-E indicates a line of
thought — at least [ hope they learn some-
thing from it, or it remains a bullshit
wagon.

Overall, BL is in such a financial mess
that it can’t afford to fool around with real
sports cars. So forget them for the time
being and be grateful for what you've got.
This is the best we can expect in the cir-
cumstances — and 'm mighty glad it real-
ly is such a good best, with some of them:
they really are such thundering good
motor-cars and they go like a bloody flash,
The later they are, the better, so they're
learning all the time.

T&CC And the 6R4 rally car?

THORNLEY Oh yes, I'd have been de-
lighted with such a thing in my own time, |
don't know that I'd be very interested in
competing in today's rallies, though. |
mean, Formula One has become an abso-
lute nonsense, with vehicles that bear no
resemblance to anything on the road, or
anything that ever could be used on the
road. And I'm afraid rally cars, cars like
the 6R4, are going the same way,

The immediate problem is to pull BL
back to financial viability, before you be-
gin to think what to do with MG. After all,
MGs will never be the quantity-production
vehicle that will put BL on the right side of
the hill, so we must be grateful that they
still think of MG at all. If [ were boss-man,
I'm alraid / wouldn't be thinking of MG. £



A-1 AT
ABINGDON

Wilson McComb remembers his 10 years

at the MG factory where he enjoyed first hand

the last of the good old days

OR a motoring writer

who loved sports cars,

it was a recipe for

bliss:  producing a
monthly magazine from within
the world's biggest specialist
sports car factory, surrounded
by Sprites (and, later, Midgets),
MGAs (later succeeded by
MGBs and MGCs), and big
Healeys. 1 can still recall the
Abingdon atmosphere, as we
called it, even after seventeen
years, But can [ convey what it
was like? I'm not so sure about
that...

We came in for many pre-
dictable jokes, the place being
sitnated between a  hospital
and a cemetery. In 1929 the
Morris Garages had leased a
disused extension of the Pavlo-
vir Leather Company's premis-
es; when | went there thirty
years later, some of the men
still remembered the amazing
smells they encountered on
first moving in. By 1939, MG
were able to buy the place at
last, paying $23,3156 for it, and
four years later they bought a
little more land for 603, but
Pavlova continued to use one
of their own buildings on what
had now become MG land. No-
body minded; they were the
best of neighbours.

When I started in February
1959, it was long before the
damfool boundary change that
put Abingdon into Oxfordshire
— it was still Berkshire, and
somehow that emphasised the
gap (in every sense) that ex-
isted between us and Morris
Motors at Cowley, a bare hall-
dozen miles away on the other
side of the Thames. Recently [
read in a wartime magazine a
piece by Jack Daniels, who had

5

been a member of H. N, Char-
les's small MG drawing-office
staff until the 1935 Morris
Motors takeover shifted them
to Cowley, there to design a
rather boring 2-litre saloon as
part of the Nuffield rationalisa-
tion policy. Daniels was still in
digs at Abingdon, and had just
swopped an ancient two-seater
for a fast but unreliable 1927
Talbot 1445 saloon. “It was
parked at night in the MG stafl’
car park, To get it started in the
morning took the combined
skill and pushing power of the
entire racing department. Dur-
ing that [lirst week of own-
ership [really learned the art of
asking onlookers for a push, as,
although the MG mechanics
were always willing, the Cow-
ley bunch regarded me and my
Talbot car as just an importun-
ate stranger.”

Thoughtful People

My experience exactly, a
quarter-century later. Suffering
one of my periodic financial
disasters at the time, | too had
as my only vehicle an ancient
two-seater (it had cost me §25)
with o hood so tatty that [ never
troubled to ercet it. On my
second day at Abingdon [ came
out in the rain to find one of the
MG workers had put a cover
over the cockpit to protect it.
That would never have hap-
pened at strike-happy Cowley.

North Berks was still a most-
Iv rural area then, apart from
MG, Esso  Research  at
Steventon and the big AERE
establishment at Harwell, So

there wasn't much choice of
jobs in the neighbourhood, and

the Mrs This behind a desk in

Accounts might well turn out
to be a sister of Mr That in Ser-
vice, You learned to be cau-
tious — especially as long ser-
vice was the norm at MG, The
chief process planner, who re-
tired shortly after I arrived,
was Frank Stevens; he had

joined Morris Garages in 1922

and helped to build the 1925
trials special generally (and
erroncously) known as MG
Number 1, along with Charlie
Martin, who joined in 1924 and
was now head of Progress De-
partment, assisted by Stan
Saunders — Stan had joined in
1923 and was one of the origin-
al trio detailed to work on MGs
in February 1923, The other
two were Cec Cousins, who
had started at “The Garages” in
1920 — even before Kimber
himself — and was now works
manager, and Jack Lowndes,
who had joined in 1922 and
wias now works engineer in
charge of plant and equipment.

Syd Enever, who had come
to Morris Garages as a shop-
boy in 1920, was now chief de-
signer, and the foreman ol his
development workshop  was
Alee Hounslow, riding mecha-
ni¢ to Nuvolari when he won
the 1933 T in a K3 Magnette.

Reg Jackson, one-time chief

mechanic of the racing depart-
ment, was now chief inspector,
and his former assistant, Gor-
don Phillips, was service mana-
ger. The personnel manager,
Jack Gardiner, had been (in

1924) the first private owner of

a four-seater MG, and the su-
perintendent of  rectification
and finishing, over in ‘B’ Block,
was George Morris (no relation
to Nuffield) who had joined the
Morris Garages in 1918, 1 was
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very, very impressed to find
mysell’ in such distinguished
company — and not a little
overawed.

John  Thornley  was,  of
course, a remarkable boss to
have — full of enthusiasm, and
s0 bursting with energy that 1
never found him behind his
desk — he was always pacing
the floor, firing questions or in-
structions from different parts
of his office, which had once
been Kimber's. Early on, |
asked if I and my art editor
might familiarise  ourselves
with the cars built at Abingdon.
“OF course you can't write
about them if you don't know
‘em,” was the immediate reply.
S0 he arranged [or us to bor-

| H“llﬁ] 1111 : Above, the main MG assembly building in 1930 with 18/80s on the left row press li(‘_lll“ll.'-it rators I".:I('h
il '|'|1|1H|u M e X . and M-types on the right weekend until we could afford

il il!'\”lil. 1) to buy sports cars of our own

it Left, the Abingdon office block in 1930 with M-Type Midgets on — and this, too, was made easy
ey for us because, as he frequently

Below, sad day for the MG factory as the last MGB leaves the line at remarked, "Charity begins al

Abingdon home." The salaries of depart-

mental heads were incredibly
low (our competitions mana
ger, lor instance, was paid sub-
stantially less than his own
competitions workshop fore
man), and Thornley could do
nothing about this, but he
could and did arrange for ex-
works cars to be available at
the lowest possible prices,

Tail-out MGA

Thornley's office was in an
aged office block that looked
Just as it did in photos of the
ecarly  Thirties, with Cec
Cousins just below him, and a
tight S-bend leading past them
to the main gate and a dozen
parking-places for departmen-
tal managers (it was typical of
Abingdon that the office block
was outside the gate instead of
inside). Taking this bend with
the tail of my MGA hung out
brought a sharp reprimand
from Coz. He didn't tell me that
Thornley, doing exactly the
same thing in kis early days
with his 18/80, had once wiped
out a fine row of potted plants
on the outside of the bend.

My own office was a
partitioned-off  space in A’
Block, the main assembly
building, just beside the un-
loading bay where engines
were delivered to the accom-
paniment of an ear-shattering
din that we soon learned to
ignore. MG's position as Cin
derella to the entire British
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Motor Corporation was under-
lined by the general atmos-
phere of slight shabbiness, the
timeworn furniture and anti-
que office equipment, each
piece carefully identified by a
number-tag. One of the Dicken-
sian account-books records a
telephone table bought new by
Riley Motors Lid in 1938, trans-
ferred to Abingdon when Riley
moved from Coventry in 1949,
bought by MG for 1 in 1952,
and meticulously depreciated
down to zero value over the
next 20 years. I'll bet it was still
there when the place closed in
1980,

Comps Dept

Across the yard from my
office was the BMC competi-
tions department —  the
world's most successful by far,
in the mid-Sixties. “Comps”
was presided over by the ami-
able Marcus Chambers, later
by the tough and capable
Stuart Turner, and finally by
Peter Browning, whose BMC
career had started in my de-
partment, Along with the usual
workshop girlie pictures, the
wialls were hung with rally
plates and souvenirs.  Else-
where in the factory, the older
foremen and supervisors had
their offices decorated with
Brooklands photographs.
Twenty years after Kimber had
been ruthlessly dismissed from
the company he founded, his
favourite cream-and-brown
paintwork still lingered in odd
corners. One of the extrava-
gances that earned him his dis-
approval, it was said, was the
panelled boardroom where de-
partmental managers lunched
each day at a long table with a
beautifully-starched white
linen cloth, Each of us had an
octagonal napkin-ring, with
our own intials. At one end of
the room hung a portrait of
Lord Nuffield; at the other, one
of Cecil Kimber. No BMC or
Leyland boss ever had his por-
trait on those walls: not Lord,
not Edwardes. [ suppose we
paid for that gesture in the end
— but there are limits to sub-
servience.,

Abingdon was of course an
assembly plant, where compa-
ratively little was fabricated
(except parts for prototypes
and the like), Besides the en-
gines that crashed into ‘A’
Block beside my office, there
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A shot taken in 1960 but looking more recent, showing MGAs having their bodies fitted on the

production line at Abingdon

wis a steady stream of compo-
nents into Goods Inwards In-
spection, elsewhere in the
same  building, and special
trailers  delivered  painted
bodyshells at high level to the
Trim Deck, where the interior
was fitted out before they
dropped onto the suspension
assemblies that awaited them
at the start of each production
line. With a total payroll of
1,000, office stalf included, we
averaged 1,000 cars a week,
and every one of them was
tested on the road, Before the
war, Abingdon built MGs —
just over 20,000 of them. From
1949 to 1958 it also built vir-
tually all the Rileys that were
produced, and from 1957 to
1971, all the Austin-Healeys
(including Sprites). The total
production ol sports cars —
MG and Austin-Healey — was
well over a million when the
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plant closed in 1980, and
879,620 of these cars were ex-
ported. Add in the Rileys, a few
Vanden Plas built in the closing
stages and a surprising 20,000-
odd Morris vans and
cars, and you get a grand total

estate

just short of 1.2 million cars,

assembled at minimal cost in
surroundings that yvour aver-
age modern farmer would dis-
miss as tatty-looking.

Overseas Visitors

They certainly seem to star
tle the many visitors we had
from America, Australia, Scan
dinavia and many other parts
of the Continent, whom [ fre-
quently conducted around be
cause there was no one else to
do the job. Visiting pressmen
and MG Car Club members got

a free lunch as a matter of

course, usually in a pleasant
local pub called the Dog
House, So did the more impor-
tant visitors to Service Depart
ment, until BMC  closed it
down, and we lost that valu-
able direct contact with own-
ers ol our cars. When the Pub
licity Department was  also
transferred  from Cowley to
Longbridge, it was obvious to
me where [shouwld goto further
my career — but equally ob
vious that wild horses wouldn't
drag me there.

So | remained at Abingdon,
sliding steadily down the peck
ing order as more and more
geniuses were imported from
outside, until in 1969 there was
only one place left to go — and
I went, happy to have known

what were undoubtedly  the
last of the good old days at the
MG [actory. (A}
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MG TODAY

A line-up of sporty

saloons worthy of the Marque, concludes

Brian Palmer

HE MG name is almost

a  household  word.

Correction it is a

household word. MG
is synonymous with the sports
car just as Hoover replaced the
word vacuum cleaner in the
English language, And that’s a
powerful promotional tool for
any company to have; an asset
if ever there was one.

So why do Austin Rover, cur-
rent MG title holders, not make
asports car? The answer is that
they do: several in fact, Not the
open, wind-in-the-hair sort, |
grant you, with only a pram-
type hood to keep out the rain,
but modern, fast, and good
handling saloons that do the
job as well as or even better, It
took a foreign manufacturer to
bury the old and bring in the
new approach with their Golf
GTi, a successful formula that
brought fun back into motor-
ing and has been endlessly
copied since.

And, you know, in being nos-
talgic about M(G's past heritage
we are often guilty of being
selective in our recollections.
Right from the earliest days of
the marque saloons bearing the
sacred octagon were produced
and have sold in good num-
bers. The post-war Magnettes
ZA and ZB being a case in
point, A great deal of fuss was
made at the time because they
dared to adopt a model name
of one of the marque's most
successful sports racing cars
from pre-war days. Now they
are highly regarded Classics in
their own right.

What of today's range? It
consists of Metro, Maestro and
Montego derivatives but these
are quite distinct models not
the badge engineered confec-
tions of old. The Metro started
it all, back in 1982, and since
that time the MG has enjoyed a
popular following. Not surpris-
ing really because, as Austin
Rover proudly trumpeted at
the launch, the 72bhp MG Met-
ro zipped up to 60mph in 10.9
seconds and exceeded the

magic Ton (just) making it fas-
ter overall than the Mini Coop-
er 8 — a firecracker if ever
there was one.

The great attraction of the
MG Metro is its ready perform-
ance allied to razor sharp steer-
ing and a great deal of charac-
ter in an age when this sup-
planted by Anonymous
computer-designed virtue. I've
had first hand experience of an
MG Metro, and if its detractors
knock it for being old
fashioned, for having a poor
ride and for having a steering
wheel angle more akin to a bls,
I say Tosh! Taken overall, I find
the ride as good as many of its
more recent competitors and
not all owners of small cars are
themselves only 51t 2in tall —
at least [ can drive a Metro
comfortably. It could do with a
five-speed gearbox and a more
refined engine would do won-
ders for it but there have been a
lot of changes that are more
than just cosmetic,

Aerodynamic

That new more aerodynamic
nose hides the fact that the gril-
le can now be removed with a
couple of screws to allow
easier servicing access. The
new headlamps are consider-
ably more powerful than be-
fore. Inside a new fuller instru-
ment display is immediately
noticeable with the minor con-
trols, once relegated to knee
height brought up to edge the
instrument binnacle. The hea-
ter control is likewise raised to
a similar position opposite. If
there's a gripe born out of con-
tinued experience it is that the
rear heater switch is almost
hidden down by the steering
column. It should be swopped
with the rear guard lamps
switch where, hopefully, most
people will forget about it.

Now the Maestro has had a
less than happy adolescence.
The basic Metro is thoroughly
worthy but a little lack-lustre,
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perhaps? Not so the MG Maes-
tro 2-litre i. Trouble is, too
many potential buyers will re-
member Austin Rover's first
disastrous foray with the
1,600ce R-type engine allied to
those troublesome Weber car-
burettors. Reliability was not a
strong point,

However the latest man-
ifestation is totally different
and is worthy of serious con-
sideration. Dressed up in its
colour-coded addenda, it looks
the part and has the perform-
ance and road manners to back
up the promise. There's only a
cat's whisker of a difference in
performance between it and

the industry benchmark Golf

but a cool £1,220 lies between
them on price,

I've only managed a brief
drive on the launch with the
latest MG Maestro but it was
enough to convincee me that AR
have a powerful contender,
with strong performance right
across the spectrum. The ritle
and handling was always a

|
i
1
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Maestro strongpoint and s
well up with the leaders in its
class. The low profile tyres
cling to the tarmac but you are
not jolted out of your seat over
rough going which is often the
price you pay these days when
family cars are turned into
pseudo-rally contenders. The
MG EFi is a car that you feel
you could turn in a day’s spi-
rited motoring without book-
ing an appointment next day
with an osteopath.,

The Montego is another AR
product facing a lot of tough
competition and when the
attractive MG appeared it im-
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pressed with its comfort and
high equipment specification.
The performance was good
overall, even if it lost out in the
meaningless 0-G0mph dash, but
was never going to hit the

Trump card

headlines. The Montego Turbo
changed all that. With a top
speed of 127mph and zero/60
barrier broken in 7.2 onds,
this MG can mix it with the
BMWs and SAABs of this world
and win. At §10,598 it offers
exceptional value too.
However, this MG does dis-
play a slightly split personality.
As a last, quiet, refined straight
road cruiser it is without peer
inits class, Only on cross coun-
try high speed runs does the
problem of putting 150bhp and
1691b  ft through the front
wheels become apparent. App-
ly that under turbo boost on a
greasy surface and you'll prob-
ably stay where you are with
the wheels spinning furiously.

Overtake too spiritedly in nar-
row confines and you find the
car feels less stable than you
would like. Part of the reason is
the relatively light power steer-
ing which does make for a de-
lightfully fluid-feeling car at
lower speeds, cially as the
MG Montego has good chassis
balance and grip. But com-
bined with strong torque steer
characteristics under power it
does take some getting used to
and in the wrong hands could
be dangerous. With a shade
more development this MG
could be a trump card in the
range — as it is it is still highly
competent,

The time may still not be
right for an open sports car
and, indeed, may never again
be right for MG but that does
not mean that the MG name
has no place in today's market-
place. Given continued en-
couragement tomorrow's MG
could be all that the marque's
pioneers ever dreamed of and
more, (A




HUNTING FORA B

Buying an MGB is all very easy in theory but

what’s it like in reality?

Keith Haberson speaks from experience . . .

OME of my friends fell about

when I said [ was hunting for an

MGB. [ suppose they'd been

reading these motor magazines
that have developed '‘B-bashing' into a fine
art, telling us that this 24-year-old design
is lacking in performance by modern
standards, heavy, harsh-riding — all the
usual statements of the blindingly
obvious. One that I read recently went
even further, calling the B: “The
ubiquitous British sports car which, in
truth, never performed as asports car
should.” In a pig's ear it didn't— did
nobody ever tell him how it beat all other
British cars at Sebring, Le Mans, the
Niirburgring, Brands Hatch and
elsewhere in days gone by?

The chap who came up with that
sweeping assertion was, I think, seven
years old when the MGB first came out. If
he'd taken the trouble to check the
figures, he would have learned that the old
girl compared very nicely, thank you, with
such exact contemporaries as the Lotus
Elite, TVR Grantura, Sunbeam Alpine and
Harrington Le Mans, Triumph TR4,
Morgan Plus-4 and Porsche Super 75—
every one of which, by the way, cost more
than an MGB. Therefore BMC and BL sold
more than half-a-million and the B paid a
heavy penalty for its success, production
dragging on until the poor beast was
virtually alaughing stock in the sports car
world.

A very dear friend in the West Country
was sufficiently well off to include in his
stable such exoticaas a Dino Ferrariand
an Aston Martin Volante, but the cars he
used most were his three MGBs —a V8, an
ordinary 1800ce GT and a roadster, My
wife and L had each had several Bs when
they were new, but didn’t care for them
when their appearance, roadholding and
performance were spoiled by increasingly
absurd regulations. Our friend's sudden
tragic death, last summer, made us think
of his three pre-1975 MGBs and wonder if
we, too, would like to have a B3 again,

The ordinary GT had already been sold,
and his widow was keeping the V8, which
she loved. That left the roadster, which
was a late 1970 car (1971 model) that had
been bought from the original owner. No
overdrive, alas, but there was a hardtop,
and with 21,300 miles on the speedo it
sounded great at £750. But my visit to
Somerset left me doing a lot of thinking.
The car was delightful to drive, its engine,
'box and back axle all quiet, but when I put
it up on a lift at a nearby garage I found a
rusty hole where the offside castle rail
should be, running from the jacking-point
almost to the front wheelarch. If this had
gone, it was a fair bet that both diaphragm
sills had had it, too, and of course the
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wings were starting to rust nicely —so |
was looking at a minimum outlay of
$1,000 on bodywork. Fair enough, if |
wanted a roadster — but did I?

My wife and I were beginning to realise
that our B would have to be Number One
car, not Number Three — we already had
aVintage beast Number Two—and the
existing Number One would have to go.
On that basis, we decided on a GT —the
lines of which we both prefer. So [ started
a hunt that lasted three months, took in
860 miles — say S60 in petrol, some of
which T hope to save you! — and involved
about adozen cars from late 1969 to late
1973,

No Offers Please!

By chance we encountered a
handsome-looking 1973 Harvest Gold GT
in a London car park. “Take the keys and
try it,” the man said. “The price is $2,000
— and no offers.” But it had been
resprayed extensively, if not completely,
and the background story didn’t seem to
ring true. Very, very different was another
1973 GT in the local paper at £1,200:
“Some rust on the doors but the
underside’s okay,” said the owner on the
phone. [e lived at Bracklesham Bay, nota
hundred yards from the sea, and [ have
never seen arustier car. Tipped off by a
friendly postman, [ located another GT on
the way home — but it was not for sale.
Yet another 1973 model at §2,000 was said
to have had more than £1,000 spent onits
restoration, but had no overdrive, and |
didn't fancy the painted headlining. There
was supposed to be an outstanding GT at
§2 500 which was close to home — but the
owner wasn't; he was wintering in Florida
and [ never did see the car, The same price
was being asked for an early 1970 car that
really was outstanding, the one-and-only
owner a fellow VSCC member who had
maintained her car lovingly for 100,000
miles, fitted a new engine and then done
another 16,000, Mechanically, everything
that needed renewing has been renewed
as necessary, with a sheafof receipts to
prove it. Some patches on the underside
had been done neatly and well, but
patching a B is seldom a good idea, and
the receipts didn't tell the body story in
detail. Reluctantly — for the owner had
been wonderfully helpful —1I turned it
down.

Funny how you start looking at cars at a
certain price level, and before long you
find yourself contemplating them at three
or four times that price. The nexttwo
were professional restoration jobs, seen
before completion. One was a crashed J-
registration example that had done 12,000
miles on a Gold Seal engine and was going




Left, Eric Tilt’s smart '69 MGB roadster.
Above, (fyou like to go faster the V8 is the
MGB foryou. Below, post-"74 engine bay

to cost 82,850 when finished: this was the
first time I'd seen a crashed GT with a
sunroof, and it quite put me off sunroofs,
The other car was K-registered and the
basic body structure had been superbly
restored, so it was going to cost
something the wrong side of $3,000
although it still needed mechanical
attention and a lot of detail finishing. Like
the first G'T' we'd looked at, it was Harvest
Gold, My wife now revealed that she
didn't actually like Harvest Gold.

It was probably desperation that made
usagree to buy the next car we saw, since
we both disliked the interior (Autumn
Leaf, which is brown) and the exterior
(that strange green called Tundra). [t was
athree-owner 1974 model with 41,000
miles on the clock, late enough to have a
brake servo as standard, amazingly

iginal, and so untarted that it didn’t even
have aradio. The price asked was 52,300,
the owner telling us he'd had an MGOC
valuation of $2,600. But it seems you get
an MG Owners Club valuation by sending
a 45 fee and a photograph, and the well-
knownMG Car Club personality who
actually examined the carvalued it at
51,000 less. [ saw his point when [ Hooked
at it myself, for there were clear
indications that the car had been
neglected, and was ready to explode with
rust in a year or so. Against my better
Jjudgement Loffered S 1,850 and was
beatenup to £1,900, which I agreed toif
the car was delivered. Thank heavens, it
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developed mechanical trouble on the way,
the owner drove it back home again, and [
was saved from making an idiotic
mistake.

On Christmas Eve we did a round trip of
150 miles to see a 1972 G'T with 70,000
miles on the speedo, asking price £2,200.
There was no visible rust anywhere — the
owner worked in a body shop, and the
paintwork was immaculate — but when |
finally found a garage that would put it up
on the lift, l was able to put my finger
through the nearside castle rail,

[ had gone from S750 to more than four
times that price, and finally learned for
myself what various good friends in the
business had been trying to tell me,
Buying a Bis avery tricky business,
described by one expert as: “The surest
way to lose money." By and large, the
recorded mileage and mechanical
condition scarceley matter a damn, for
most replacement parts are cheap enough
and an MGB is about as complicated,

mechanically, as a garden wheelbarrow. If

you want a chrome-bumper car with all-
synchro gearbox, AC generator and tube-
type axle, anything from late 1967
onwards will do: you get reclining seats
and asmaller steering wheel (but this will
have been changed by some owners) from
late 1969, an allegedly better heater (but a
steel bonnet) and a Michelotti hood on the
roadsters from late 1970, a central console
from late 1971, armrests and a honeycomb
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This is the car that Keith Haberson bought for $500 at the end of his search, a sad-

looking BGT for restoration

grille from late 1972 and a brake servo as
standard from late 1973,

Butnone of this is important. What
really matters is the condition of the body
structure, which can let youin for an

additional § 1,000 whether you pay 51,000,

or 52,000 oreven $3,000 for a car. How do
vou know its condition? Well, there are a
few pointers, but even the experts admit
that if the faking had been skilfully done,
there’s just no way of being sure.

Finally [ went to see atatty late 1969
(1970 model) G'T which had had seven
previous owners, had done 111,000 miles
onits original engine, and been fitted with
glassfibre front wings; the asking price
was $850, but my offer of $500 was
instantly accepted. Even at that [ boobed,
for the inner sills were beginning to go and
the offside rear spring hanger had had it.
IU's going to cost me a packet to restore,
dammit... (Al
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MG people

MG Car Club chairman Ron Gammons with the latest club news

N 1930 a chap by the name of Ray

Marsh had aletter published in the

magazine Light Car. Its editor Harold

Hastings andJohn Thornley met as a
result and the MG Car Club was formed
with.John becoming the first general
secretary.

With the infectious enthusiasm which
MGs breed, the club took off and before
long the young.John Thornley made his
way to Abingdon where he shortly joined
the company as assistant service
manager, and the club was taken under
the wing of the factory, as recounted
clsewhere in this supplement, With this
support, the club rapidly blossomed and
gave tremendous support to the racing
and sporting efforts of both the factory
and the numerous private owners who
were driving the exciting new cars such as
the K.

Post-wiar motoring was fairly restricted
with the majority of MG's production
going to export; nevertheless the club
rapidly went from some 385 members in
1947 to four figures by 1950, In 1951 the
club took a major step forward and ran a
race meeting at Silverstone — an event
which has continued to this day.

Now what of the club today? Well, we
are now approaching our 10,000th UK

member whose needs are served through
the 11 regional centres spread around
Britain. The sporting side is covered by a
range of events from trials and autotesting
to motor racing.

The club recognised early on that with a
range of models from 1925 to the present
day something must be done to meet the
needs of technical enquiries and the like.
Accordingly there are now some 13
registers within the club whose task it is
to cover the requirements in this respect.
The registers maintain all historical
records and libraries,

Our range of overseas contacts is
enormous with some 66 affiliated centres
and clubs spread over the world. Those
owners too far from direct contact are

offered overseas membership and
receive, as do all members, the club’s
excellent monthly magazine Safety Fast
which, in 1982, was honoured to be
presented with the Thoroughbred &
Classic Cars award for the best club
magazine,

In 1936 the club will organise, among
some 260 events, major race meetings at
Silverstone (May 24/25), Donington (June
28/29), Brands Hatch (Sept 21 ) and Oulton
Park (Oct 11).

The Silverstone event draws visitors
from all over the world who gather to
watch the Car Club’s many exciting race
championships. Handicap events and
high-speed trials will give both novices
and experts an opportunity to try out their
skills while the evening supper and
prizegiving with jazz band and disco will
round the day off. On the Sunday the
major concours event gives those with
polishing cloth a chance to dazzle,

The club’s office at Studley, in the
grounds of Studley Castle by kind
permission of British Motor Heritage,
looks after the administrative needs of
members far and wide and serves as a
focal point for contact. The address is PO
Box 2561, Studley, Warks BS80 TAT. Tel:

(0527 85 3666.
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OCTAGON SPORTS CARS
© CHART SUTTON KENT
ME17 3RX ENGLAND
Tel: Maidstone (0622) 843445

1955 MG TF 1500 outstanding condition, greon with
beiga leathar upholstory, chrome wire whoels. P.O.A,

16947 MG TC 1odally rebuilt, very small milkeage since
B\l:\:uialy ong of the best TCs on the marke? at this time
L0LA, Anothor 1847 MG TC, £6,500,

1952 MG TD totally rebuil, as rear 1o a new TD as you
could pot, ittod wire whoels. P.OLA

S g y:-!

MG SPARES AND PARTS

Selection of Vintage side

lights, head lights, rear

lights, all pre-war mirrors,

wiper sets, aero screens
etc.

illustrated catalogue.

Contact: Gregory Autoparts,
166 High Street, Scunthorpe.
Tel. Scunthorpe 844225,

Send SAE (60p) for fully

RUGBY MG CENTRE

Telephone (0788) 71896

® 1969 BGT. Mineral blue, o/d, sunroof,
Ileather trim, undﬂrgomq full body
restoration ... OB - Ay

@ 1972 BGT. Blaze, o/d, W/w............ £1,550

®1966 MGB Roadster. Wiw, leather
seals, marw rmwpdnHH good con-
dition .. SN - &L 1]

Large selection umsm reconditiongd parts
availabie (inciuding wiw lc.)

DODDDDDDDD DD DD DD DO D ¢

SUTTON MG CENTRE

Sutton Road, Barr Beacon
Aldridge, W. Midlands.
Tel: Aldridge 58921

Restoration Specialists
Engine Tuning and Modifications
Spares and Service

MG SERVICE IN
GLOUCESTER

We offer servicing, repairs, new and sec-
ondhand spares, tuning, auto electrical
welding, panel beating, paint spraying . .. in
fact a complete service to MG owners
Contact

Paul Scriven, Gloucester MG Centre
Unit A, Ryeford Industrial Est. /
Stonehouse, nr. Gloucester @
Tel: 045382 5164 >

SCOTLAND

REBUILT ROADSTERS FROM £3950

MERCURY MOTORS

MG SALES
MG REPAIRS
MG PARTS
MG MoTs

MG WELDING

Largo Road, Lundin Links, Fife (0333) 320096

MGB Roadster, chrome bumpers, 1975, 59,000 miles, red, black
interior, padded roll bar, alarm, spots, radio/cassette, must be one
of the nicest on offer. £2,950 ono, part exchange considered.

Bob Adams, 05645 79746
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~ Barry Bone MATHER CLASSICS
; MG CARS 1930 -50 %
.'\ ~ Gpun Tdeye & wesk . phone before calling -
af’""f“; ll}ng‘l.'u*:'.l
nm wheels, lul leathar ’
% SPECIALIST IN 1930s !MG ?1‘11'9%!4!. _rIS?B. chassis num
her Zbl, C tested, in loval
TO 19405 MG CAHS u'rig\rml runnl]lnp xu:‘tlur, anutjiv 1::
our family for many years, Price
AND SPARES. WOULD including spares £6,000
Vintage and classic cars bought and
BE HAPPY TO HEAR sold on commission, Inspections,
1rmsals an% ;g:uaEiuun:t un ertr:ker:j
istance no o
FROM YOU transpnnatmnflrrsng:%n o

1852 MG TD brand new body, leather interior, mass ol
maoney spont. £7,500

LARGE QUANTITY OF NEW,
RECONDITIONED AND USED MG
‘T SERIES SPARES AVAILABLE,

e B B B B |

m
pec:aﬁ's

I"/?} h Sports Car S

{prol
Blacl
Wit X
1543 Willys Jeep, very good onginal condition, U.S
markings, canvas top and seats. £2,500 or near

Similar cars WANTED
Part-ex welcome

wlly in 1971) Magazine Teature in Hat Car
aw groen leather uphalstery, special of/set

View by sppointmant only pleasa

inwhite ..

new ..

MGCC and MGOC mambr

Manday-Friday 9.00am 6. 30pm
Saturday 8 30am-6.00gm. Sunday by appointmen!

1€l?? MGB Roadster. Flamenco
..£2,850

1 13?2 MGB Ros

sette, o/d, new
ample, finished in aqua
1965 MGB Roadster. Tartan red,
wiw, his tups one owner IFr‘oom

MANY RARE ITEMS.

Also available 1976 (77 model) MGB Roadster. 1981 TR7 Convertible, Platinum,
Amrbrthu11BJJMGJ?ryr\r'w|ngmmn| £6,950, 1974 MGB GT V8, Full sunroof, Chartreuse vellow, extremely stereo... ..£3,495
1954 250 vory onginal TF in good unning her extremely well maintained, fin n|cee=mmp\n o0 £2,650 1966 Austin Mini Cooper. Totally
LJ"'II;\“?; : ) MG & Dt rs ished in Aconite ......... E3 968 MGC Roadster. Tartan red, original and immaculate, 35,000
L‘f;‘:: h ’Sgt"‘lllnl speciication but needing somo d sports Ca 1978 MGB Roadster, L nw mile ru:mmly undergoing restoration  miles from new. £2,150
1952 MG TD Ned Ford GT m,?,,.., and gearbox elect age, new hood, stereo, lur{uaneﬂ Ready soon 1963 Austin- Hanlay 3000 Mk lla

3,250 1970 MGB GT. Bronze yellow,
old, wiw, low mileage, recent
restoration by our-selves £2,395
1977 (S) MGB GT. Flamenco red,
full sun-roof, choice of 2 low
mileage cars from £2,750
1980 (W) TR7. Whita, sunroof,
stereo, super specimen.....£2,950

adio cas-
:o!l superb ox-
£2,650

Cﬂﬂ'l'm Rﬂ-lﬂ LAWTON ONCUILDFORD (0483) 62540

;{’dal tns Garvage Car Saleg Lid

sports convertible, Colorado red
low mileage. A really genuine
original car in excel
throughout .

1973 Murgsn a4,
leather  trim,  wiw,
throughout .

Millbrook
Guildford
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" Classic Encounter Ltd "5 WHY NOT BE
North Cheam, North Surrey ‘EXHAUSTED' BY

MGQO{G dster. 1969, Tralalgar blue, wiw, 0/d, bare nocyshellre‘a!omhon concours .....£3,750
MGB GT.Choice of 2('67/72) currently undergomg resloration .. .. POA
Midget. 1973, wiw. Currently being restored... POA

We love MGs and would be pleased 1o qu_lpwwlh servicing, spares, bead b\asl:ng chrom-
ing. stove enamelling, {leple restarations, or just come and have a chat!

"OPEN SATURDAYS"

| /—0
| (_cxnfrdd L.cme

Lmllxmme,
| "yl issex BN21

ﬁmuqye @1

(MIKE RANDALL)

128 Stanley Park Rd,

Walhngton, Surrey
Telephone 01-669 1719

Speciahst in lador made exhaust
manufacture incorporaling customaer
specification

We specialise in the res-S

IFIT NEEDS AN EXHAUST WHY toration and manufacture
NOT CONTACT US of classic and vintage in-
struments and dashboard >

fittings.
Sporting Cars @

of Br
BRIG HT(_IN&_’J el T A full range of @ m

instruments is avallablem

77 MGB GT. Teal blue, o/d, stereo 69 MGC GT in red, heels, {,
'1:'9 MGB Roadster in black, o/d, wire whesls, TOMGCGT ||1“|11:| r[n:l;rlrl ewv\lu?r:;-rzla:: L?cc:.lrj.
steren ‘66 MGA Roadster in old English ), -
‘BOMGB Roadster in blaze, two owners, o/d,  cently m;[;:m! o1 ol e e e
WE BUY MGs ANY YEAR, ANY TYPE.
Best prices - Travel anywhere

Ring Eastbourne (0323) 30167 Evenings 20994

930
SUNDAY 10.5p m

- from the classic Q and K
.M{itAhRoucTisler 58, chtluar.uma racing cars, through TNO
matching trim, new Mot, standard
STEVSON MOTORS [ 35177 i tmsvamen = gictoBandCmodels. g
orts ‘1!?'} d ¥ .
P bty 1o, iqé",.01ls’|?310 Check with us first, where >
ESTABLISHED 1944 : ik
o MBI the bestingnimérts Grlo) 3
IESQ‘:’;!:drsimicéf ig;‘)';rrﬁtsgsg‘f Ztg‘:: autumn leaf interior, [1."(1 rip uuerrJggs nate, Send for our leaflet. e
shock absorber and most car @ MG Midget ‘78. 1500cc, glacier white, O
manufacturers, Our service ranges from bIdLl;urméralur ﬂuvr':.,ru;lnr.n’gmrhus Z
1922-1986, encompassing every MG new hood. low mileage ..., 19
vehicle made. Official  Luvax and .mﬁ;Puﬁin :’:ELT:’ $ah phowccar, W
Armstrong dealer repairers. Agents for ready 10 go.......... bl The Old Bakery
all Armstrong, Girling, Koni, Bilstein, @ MG Metro Turbo ‘83, Bil Windmill Street
Monroe and Luvax shock absorbers. two owners, very low milsage, Tunbrid Well
SFJEEX. expensive stergo | . unbori ge els
Worldwide sales and service, special We buyisellirace all MGs. T ephone
export terms available, b further detais and now siock. Kent TN2 4UU

Tel: Tunbri w
Telephone: 021-472 1702 or B Bronraportl g dgy
021-471 3312 Shipping and export arranged. 1
AV

The World's Largest One-Make
Motor Club

OWNERS' o
CLUB Visit our Stand No548

Over 50,000 members in the UK alone who receive

@ Superb Colour Magazine Monthly

® Special MG Owners' Insurance Scheme (UK only)
® Technical Handbooks and Advice

@ Over 140 Areas for Social and Sporting Activity

@® Many Exclusive Special Offers And Much More!

THE WORLD OF MG THROUGH THE MGOC

For details and free catalogue write to: MGOC Freepost, Swavesey, Cambs. CB4 1BR
(No stamp required) or Telephone 0954 31125 (24 hr Service)

@D @> 6> @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @




PRIDE OF
OWNERSHIP

Four enthusiastic MG

owners joined forces to talk to

Paul Clark about their cars

" EAUTIFUL,”  murmured the
pub regular as he looked out
into the car park one notably
overcast March lunchtime. In

that car park were four of the best MGs

one was ever likely to see together in a

South London suburb, The cars spanned

nearly 30 years production of the famous

British sporting marque but each one was

very different from its neighbour.

Oldest of the quartet was Peter Rogers’
beautifully preserved 1958 MGA 1500
coupe, unbelievably a virtually original
car. Peter discovered the A advertised in a
local free newspaper where it was being
sold to make way for the owner's newly
acquired Mini. Although it was in reason-
able condition overall with a sound chas-
sis and body, and the engine had been
rebuilt to quite a good standard, Peter de-
cided a complete respray and general tidy
up was in order so that the car would be
returned to a condition befitting its sport-
ing image. The work was entrusted to
Southampton-based BHP Engineering
and the results speak for themselves. The
red paint gleams and there isn’t aripple or
dent in sight, remarkable when one con-
siders the alloy bonnet and door panels
which are so susceptible to damage. Peter
reckons he is not a concours ‘freak’, mere-
ly intending to have a very good usable car
that is above all pleasant to look at and
own, "I've always had a thing about the
MGA ever since a friend of mine had one
years ago. To me it's the epitome of the
Classic British sports car and so pretty
with its curves and graceful good looks. |
wanted a roadster at first but when the
opportunity of buying this one came up it

ras too good to miss so a coupé it had to
be," says Peter.,

Fortunately mechanical problems have
not befallen the car to any great extent
and the only concessions to originality
have been the addition of chrome wire
wheels in place of the original steel disc
type. Peter carried out the conversion to
splined hubs himself maintaining that he
is the owner of the car so why shouldn't he
have what he wants...? I'm sure no one

would complain about the aesthetic
appeal of those wires — they certainly set
the stunning bodywork off.

The MGA's timeless appeal and charac-
ter have found a special place in Peter's
heart. “I've often thought about selling it
but nothing else I've found can touch it for
sheer nostalgia. I love it,"

Paul Collier's 1965 MGB roadster is a
classic case of the true home restoration.
Rebuilt from scratch in the confines of a
one-car garage. Paul bought it in 1983 af-
ter seeing it advertised locally for 5350.
“I'd been looking for some time for a good
B to rebuild and this seemed to fit the bill
being a non-MoT'd runner, albeit very
tired. It was in a pretty bad way bodily and
had been painted various shades of red
and black. Eventually I paid $125 for it,”
says Paul.

Home Rebuild

I've always been amazed at the stan-
dards of restoration achieved by owners
in their own garages and Paul's efforts are
no exception. Suspension, engine and
drivetrain were all subjected to complete
overhaul and most of the body panels
were renewed, the specialist welding
being the only work contracted out. Final-
ly, after two years hard work, out of the
garage emerged a pristine MGB roadster,
resplendent in new Tartan red paint and
with all the correct new parts in place.
“The only problem was, I had to push start
it!" quips Paul.

Strictly speaking the car is still being
restored even though it has been on the
road for more than a year now. The next
job onthe listis the replacement of the top
half of the rear offside wing which is ori-
ginal and justifiably showing signs of rust.
The bottom half has already been re-
placed with a half wing repair section but
Paul doesn't recommend using these ex-
cept as a last resort as they are an enor-
mous fiddle to fit and line up correctly. In
any case he's now got to remove it all
again to do a proper job on the top half.

In his work as a chartered surveyor,
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Peter Rogers and his lovely 1958 MGA coupé
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PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP

Paul has no qualms about using the B
every day. It has been on the road all
through the winter as reliable transport,
but with no hood at all it does get a little
cold at times! An Old English White hard-
top is kept in the garage at home for when
it gets very cold, "T'm a fresh air Fanatic at
heart,” says Paul. "It's really depressing to
see how many Bs drive around with the
hoods up — even in summer!”

Now that he's bought an MG Metro Tur-
bo as his everyday workaday car, the B
will probably have a less hectic life than it
does at present, but expect to see it at
many open air club meetings and national
events in the future, Perhaps now the car
is having the kind of life it deserves,
“There’s nothing better than a good day
out in the B, I love driving it and meeting
other like-minded enthusiasts. That's
what real sports car ownership is all ab-
out.” Our sentiments exactly, Paul.

I suppose owners of MGCs and MG
V8s have always been at odds with each
other over whose car is a ‘real’ MG but
nowadays it's more a kind of friendly
rivalry really — the cars are so totally
different in character that it is hard to
compare them back to back.

Peter Allen’s CGT must be one of the
best of its type in the country but for all
that is a car that is regularly driven. “It's a
wonderful sensation to come home from
work one evening and climb into the C for
a long drive into the country. The car's
such an effortless cruiser and quite enter-
taining on the more twisting roads with all
that torque.”

Just how different the C is from the
standard MGB is evident with just a
glance under the bonnet, The big C-Series
3.0-litre straight six is a very tight fit in-
deed in the engine bay; the front suspen-
sion mountings and bulkhead had to be
modified considerably to accept it, Line a
(' up against a normal B and the difference
in appearance are immediately apparent;
for a start the € sits much higher on the
road owing to its larger wheels and
altered suspension, and the bonnet has

various bulges in it to accommodate the
relocated radiator and the twin carbs.

“It's a very lazy engine in the €, but to
make it a bit more willing 've had it ba-
lanced so it's now even smoother than the
production engine,” says Peter of his car.
“Now it's quite happy at 120mph, condi-
tions allowing, but I'm confident it's cap-
able of much more,”

The previous owner bought the car afl-
ter it had been stored in a garage for eight
years, and it had done only a few thousand
miles more when Peter bought it in 1982,
Thankfully the bodywork was excellent
though a small amount of welding and a
top class respray brought it up to the con-
dition it is in today. “Originally the car was
painted a pale green but b odecided to
change it to its present Brooklands green
with matching wire wheels. The combina-
tion suits the car extremely well even
though it is a non-original colour, and the
painted wires add a subtle dimension that
is acsthetically very pleasing,.

“The thought of selling the O has never
entered my head,” says Peter. "I've even
tried E-Types and the like with a view to
buying one, but in the end [ always come
back to the MG, It's rarer than just about
every other fast British GT and I love it.”

Colin Light is well known in the MG Car
Club for his tireless work in Classic car
show circles and it didn't really come as a
surprise when he told me that he used his
immaculate B V8 to cart all the show
equipment up and down the country. "I
even had a rool rack at one time though
since I've had the car resprayed I've had to
draw the line at that.”

“ON STRIPDOWN ONE
OF THE CAMSHAFT LOBES
WAS ALMOST ROUND”

In a sense, Colin's car is a really hard
worker, It's never been off the road for
more than a few weeks in the five years
he's owned it and reliability is second to
none. The car has that pleasant ‘used’ air

to it — a little grime on the wheels, a
crease or two on the seats — but close
inspection reveals the sheen on the paint-
work and the fine state of the engine, It
would not take a lot of work to bring this
car up to show standard, but then that's
not the point of it for Colin,

With some 90,000 miles on the clock,
the car has had new sills, doorskins, ane
front wings, and Colin rebuilt the engine
himsell” because it was getting a little
tired. “One of the camshaft lobes was
almost civeular,” he recalls, but apart from
that it was just a case of renewing the
timing chain and various other ancillary
parts. "I putin a Rover SDI cam to replace
the original item,” says Colin. “It's prob-
ably upped the power output marginally
but I'm not going to put it to the test,”

A renowned weak spot with the V8 was
the gearbox which has been known to
crack in half with savage use! "l wias in the
middle of Brixton one day, went to select
first gear and crunch, that was it. Very
embarrassing!” That little episode meant
a complete stripdown and rebuild with a
revised layshaft. The work was carried
out by a friend and now the change feels
Just fine.

Colin is convineed regular maintenance
is the key to long life and he confidently
expects his car to last many more
thousands of miles before it needs any
more work doing to it. “Perhaps Ull re-
build the back axle before long, though,
Not that it whines or rumbles, it's just that
at that sort of age it's bound to be a bit
worn and 'm all for a bit of preventive
maintenance.”

Its gratifying to know that all these cars
are used regularly and without worry.
Their owners'  enthusiasm is  heart-
warming. All are members of the MG Car
Club which has registers catering for each
model and the sort of camaraderie one
expects for such a fine British marque, |
wonder whether any readers remember
these particular cars from days gone by? |
know their present owners would love to
hear from them. o
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Members only

Now in its 13th year, the MG Owners Club
is still expanding. Club secretary, Roche Bentley,

brings us up to date

I'TH more than 50,000 current
members and easily the
largest one-make car club in
the world it would be logical
to assume that the management and staff
at the MG Owners Club headquarters
could relax and simply continue to supply
magazines and benefits to its large
membership. But that would not be in
keeping with the professional and
determined style which has seen this club
grow in twelve short years to such a large
size, With 78 full and part-time staff the
resources of the Club are constantly
stretched and additional benefits for new
and existing members are continually
being introduced.
MG News: April 1986 saw the launch of a
free newspaper published in addition to
Enjoying MG, the club’s colour monthly
magazine. The newspaper keeps
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members abreast of the latest prices and
availability of parts and accessories.
Spares availability: As aresult of bulk
buying on behalf of the club and MG
specialists, and because of the growth in
the restoration of MGs, prices now for MG
spares are lower generally than they were
five years ago. The costs of running and
restoring MGs have not risen as they have
for many marques and MG ownership is
still within the easy reach of most
pockets.
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MG owners abroad: In 1986 the club has
found there is a keen demand for spares,
accessories and advice from North
America, Canada and Australia in
particular. Prior to this year the cost of
obtaining spares has been prohibitive due
to transport expenses but now MG
owners are benefiting from an exclusive
arrangement between the club, the Post
Office and a major carrier. Members in
Australia, for example, can make alocal
telephone call to order parts and
accessories from the club’s catalogues.
Credit cards are used and the orders are
transmitted in seconds via computers and
electronic mail. The goods are mailed
within hours and are delivered airmail
direct to the member's home.

As the club's MG insurance scheme
continues to expand (more than 22,000
members on cover) other club benefits
are steadily improving as well. Any MG
owner anywhere in the world not in
regular contact with the club should write
for more information to The MG Owners
Club, Cambridge CB4 5QJ, or telephone
0954 31125 any time. (A
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WHAT’S AN MG WORTH?

N an attempt to establish a pattern of values for post-war MGs, we contacted two dozen experts in the MG world including
dealers, parts suppliers, club members, writers and enthusiasts. We asked them to give us their best estimates of current market
values for 20 MG models, each divided into three condition categories,
We fed all this information into our prices computer and the results are shown below, Some of the results surprised us but
what also surprised us was the consistency of price estimates for various models.
As any Classic car enthusiast knows, there is no sure way of defining the exact condition of a car as there are so many variables
involved. However, we feel that we have come up with sensible guidelines to current values, but in the end it's down to the buyer and
seller to thrash out their own deal,
The condition categories that we adopted were as follows:
Condition 1: An all-round sound car with body, mechanical components and trim in very good condition, but not a true concours
car which is considered beyond the bounds of this survey,
Condition 2: A useable roadworthy car with Mo'T' but needing work to take to condition 1.
Condition 3: A car suitable for restoration. Probably without MoT, not mechanically roadworthy and with decayed bodywork.
Points to bear in mind include: roadsters tend to fetch more than GTs, prices in the north of England tend to be lower than those

asked in the south; assuming equivalent conditions, rubber

Model TC Midget 1945-1949
Number prod 10,000; Capacity 1250cc 1
eyl Power S4blp: Top Speed T3mphy;
D-G0mph 227500 Av fuel con Simpg,
Tested VAT, Values: Condition | 58,000
Coonddition 2 85675, Condition 3 3575

Model Y-Type or 1Va-litre 1947-195:3
Number prod 8336, Capacity  1250cc;
Pawer A6bhp;, Top Speed Thmph; (0
BOmph 20550, Av fuel con Sty
Tested VA51; Vidues: Condition 1 82 67
Condition 2 81,725, Condition '3 8650

Model MGA 1500 1955-1959

Number proed 58,750, Capacity 1489¢c;

Power G8bhp, Top Specd 98mpl
Giimph 1546
Tested 1

dues: Condition 154

15 ()

see; Ay Tuel con 2Tmpg,
200

Condition 2 52,500, Condition ;3 $800

[y

bumpered cars fetch less than chrome-bumpered versions.

Ly

Model Magnette MKIV 1961-1968

Number prod 13L738; Capacity 1622c¢;
Power Gisbhp; Top Speed 87.5mph; 0
Bimph 17895ec; Av Tfuel con 25 2mpg;
Tested 1962 Values: Condition 1 8 1,450;
Condition 2

ST, Condition 3 5200

Model MGA “Twin Cam’
Number prod 2111; %
Power 108bhp; Top Spe

« 1 Emp

Gmph Eidsee; Av fuel con 218mpg;
S0

Tested 14 Values: Condition 1 8

acity  1588cc;

h; b

Model TD Midget 1949-1953
Number prod 20,664, Cap,
Pawer Sibhp: Top Speed 735mph; O
hmph 239sce; Av fuel con 25mpg,
Tested TS Values: Condition

Condition 2 55 825: Condition |

Model TF Midget 1953-19¢

Number prod 7600, Capacity 1200/

1500ce; Power G7/4bhp; Top Speed
Homph; O-iimph Hdsec; Av fuel con
20mpg: Tested TG (1500 Values: Con
dition 1 £0:350; Conition 2 56,175 Con

Model ZA/ZB Magnette 1953-1958
Number prod 12,754 (AA), 23,846 (ZB);
Capacity  18Dee; Power G0/65Abhp;
Top Specd TOGmph; 060mph 22 Gsec;
Av fuel con S Tested 1954 (ZA);
Values: Condition 1 52 575; Condition 2
S1.275; Condition 3 5400
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Model MGA
1962

Number  prod 31601
(MEKIY; Capacity 1]

1600 MKI/MKIT 1959

(Mkl), 8719
o) Power SUbhp/

HObhps Top Specd 96, Laph; 0-60mph

I3 3see; Av fuel con 20 7mpg; Te
A00; Condi

TO5E Values: Condition 1 8

Condition B SHTH

Model Magnette MKII 1959-196

st

1

Number prod 15,676; Capacity 1180c¢;

Power Shhp; Top Speed 83.6mp

h; 0-

GOmph 206sec; Av fuel con 26.6mpg;

Tested 1959 Values: Condition 1 81
Condition 2 8700; Condition 3 5175
—— —

Model Midget MKI 1961-1964
Number prod 26,651, ¢

A0,

acity 10H8ce;

Power 4644500 Top Speed 89.5mph;

(-G0mph 17
Tested 193 Values: Condition |
Condition 2 8825; Condition 3 8425
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see; Av fuel con 20, lmpg,

S260;

Model MGB MKI 1962-1967
Numbaer prod 158058 (Roadster),
JLEAG (GT) Capacity  1798¢ce; Power
IGbhp: Top Specd 108 Tmph; O-G0mph
12 50, Ay Tuel con 28mpg; Tested 1962,
Values: Condition 1 $3,000; Condition 2
51.425; Condition 3 84205

Model MG 1100/1300 1962-1971
Number prod FIGS2ZT (1100), 20
(1300); Capacity 1098/1275ce; Power 57
T0bhp: Top Speed S2mph; 060mph
205 Av fuel con 28-36mpg; Tested
st Condition 151,000, Condi
2 85450; Condition 3 §125

Model Midget MKIT 1964- 1966
Number prod 26,601; Capacity 1008cc;
Power S0bhp; Top Speed 91.8mph; 0
GOmph 14.89sec; Av fuel con 20.2mpg;
Tested 1906 tues: Condition 45

Model Midget MKITI 1966-1974
Number prod 100372, Capacity 127500
Power 66bhp; Top Speed 3.Bmphy 0
Glmph 14Gsec; Av fuel con 28 5mpg;
Tested 1967, Values: Condition | 2,225
Condition 2 5 1,075, Condition 3 5450

Model MGC 1967-1969

Number prod 4524 (Roadstery, 4,457
(G Capacity 2912cc; Power [45bhp;
Top Speed 120mph; 0-G0mph 10sec; Ay
fuel con I7hmpg; Tested 16T; Values
Condition | U, Condition 2 81,675
Condition 3 5875

Model MGB MKIT 1967-1980

Number prod 375,147 (chrome bumpor
and rubber bumper); Capacity 17980¢;
PPower 95bhp; Top Speed  105mph; 0
Ghmph 12 1sec¢; Av fuel con 26 Tmpg;
Tested 1070, Values: Condition | 83075
Condition 2 51

S5 Condition it

Model MGB GT V8 1972-1976
Number prod 2500, Capacity 3528¢cc:
Power 137bhp; Top Speed 124mph; 0
G0mph S6sec; Av fuel con 234mpg;
Tested 1973; Values: Condition 1 84

Model Midget MKIIT 1974-1979
Number prod 72,185; Capacity 1101cc:
Power Gi5bhp: Top Speed 10Lmph;
Ghmph 123sec; Av fuel con 2
Tested 1975; Values: Condition 1 §
Condition 2 51 875; Condition 3 $675
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